Certification in nephrology: credentialing issues.
Credentialing with certification does not ensure pay raises or well-known initials, but it does verify personal knowledge and skills needed to practice in a specialty area. This documentation of special knowledge is a starting point for nursing to take control of its practice and for its members to become autonomous and collaborative practitioners. Unification and standardization of the present system will only bring more power and prestige to the credentials. Documenting quality patient care delivered by certified nephrology nurses is the next step in the nephrology field. Lastly, nurses need to unite and support each other during the certification process as it evolves into a well-respected institution.